Some implications of managed care for physician assistants.
The American health industry is now focusing on managed care, capitated payment, and the formation of regional networks. As a result, additional cost constraints in the delivery of our nation's health services should be expected. Such proposals are also anticipated to have a major impact on PAs: (a) there will be an increased demand for qualified PAs to provide primary care services; (b) PAs will be better positioned for advancement than other health professionals despite industry-wide cost-containment efforts; and (c) most PAs can expect to practice in less "user-friendly" environments, irrespective of the implementation of the procompetitive concept of managed care or more regulatory global budgetary targets.